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Plantation Complex
Plantation complexes are agricultural fields in the Southern United States starting from the late 16th century all the way to the 20th century. The farms had residential centers together with livestock pens and crop fields. Residential areas were always divided into categories- one housing farm owners and slave quarters. During this period most farms in the south were labor intensive and depended primarily depended on slaves. Interestingly, most land-owners did not reside in the farms but left their hand men to watch over operations. 
The years between 1500 and 1875 are critical in American history as it is the period the country experienced both economic and political restricting. In the economic aspect, the country experienced the industrial revolution that led to an increase in the demands for raw materials. During the early stages of the industrial revolution, the companies relied on agricultural produce mainly from the plantation complex in the south. The expansive farms in these complexes provided the companies in the North with raw materials. These materials were primarily agricultural produce like sugarcane, tobacco, rice, corns, cotton, and livestock.
 It is notable that the South was the preferred location due to its low population. In fact, regions such as Tennessee and Kentucky remained unoccupied till the 1800s. Other regions like Western Georgia had low population density till the 1830s after the removal of Indians. The sparse population made it ideal for plantation farming due to land availability and cheap labor from slaves. 
Besides, plantation complexes were at the center of American civil war. The war was due to the conflicting interests between the North and the South. The North wanted the abolition of slave trade and slavery whereas the South relied on them for cheap labor in their plantations. Unlike the South, the North had mechanized their farms and was pushing them also to do the same. In the end, the South was defeated and forced to make several structural reforms in their systems including granting the slaves freedom from forced. In essence, the plantation complex played a pivotal role in shaping the country's political and economic future.
The picture below shows one of the main houses in Destrehan sugar plantation built between 1787 and 1790. It depicts the contrasting lifestyle in the farms where the land-owners lived fairly lavishly whereas the slaves remained crammed in the slave quarters. Ironically, the slaves were the creators of wealth for their masters yet lived in inhumane conditions.
In conclusion, plantation complexes are part and parcel of American history. They contributed to both economic and political reforms in the country during 1500-1875. In fact, major events like the civil war and industrial revolution are directly linked to the complexes. 
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